BATHROOM DESIGN CHECKLIST
Introduction
Is a new bathroom on your wishlist? Our bathroom design checklist is designed to
help you renovate your existing bathroom or expand your current layout. We’ve
included everything you need to consider from start to finish.
1. Floor plan layout
2. Ideas and Pinboards
3. Fixtures and Fittings
4. Storage Requirements
5. Heating and Ventilation
6. Mirrors
7. Colours, Finishes & Tiling Height
8. Lighting: Natural and Artificial
9. Budget
10. Final Working Drawings
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1. Floor Plan Layout
If you wish to renovate your existing bathroom, or expand it, then you need to put
careful thought into the spatial planning at the start of the project.
Creating an Initial Floor Plan Layout, like the diagram below, is the first step.

The Initial Floor Plan Layout is used to:
✔ Ensure everything fits, and does not feel cramped.
✔ Fixtures can be used comfortably and efficiently
✔ Doors can open and close without interference
✔ Get a fair idea of what the costs will be
✔ Get a quote from a builder.

Use the checklists on the next page to plan a
new bathroom layout or expand your current bathroom.
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1. Floor Plan Layout continued…
Checklist for planning a new bathroom layout:
⃞ Is there enough room to get by when the door’s open?
⃞ Can people comfortably use the sink?
⃞ Is the bath the right type and size for the space?
⃞ Is there enough room to step out of the bath safely?
⃞ Are the wet zones and dry zones clearly separated?
⃞ Are cabinets and benches the right height?
⃞ Is there enough room for things like a towel rail and waste bin?
⃞ Will the space be easy to clean?

Checklist for expanding your current bathroom
Expansion could be an option if you have the space and budget.
Checklist for features to include:
⃞ A large open shower
⃞ A freestanding bathtub
⃞ An extra toilet ⃞ A bidet
⃞ Incorporating more storage
⃞ New vanity suite
⃞ His and hers sinks
⃞ An integrated laundry.
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2. Ideas and Pinboards
Design decisions are the fun part of a bathroom renovation.
This is when you get to play around with different styles, themes, materials and
colours for your new bathroom.
Get inspiration from other bathrooms and create something that’s unique to you.
See our Pinterest and Houzz is another good site for unique design ideas.
Most bathrooms usually consist of 4 main areas:

✔ Bath
✔ Shower
✔ Vanity / sink
✔ Toilet suite
Checklist of materials you want to use:
⃞ Tiles
⃞ Corian / Solid surface
⃞ Stone
⃞ Wood
⃞ Paint.

Tying materials and finishes
together can be tricky. Ask
your Designer for advice for
choosing the right finishes for
your bathroom.
_______________________
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3. Fixtures and Fittings
Choosing fixtures and fittings is one of the fun parts of renovating a bathroom.
But they do involve a reasonable amount of research and consideration to get the
look you want.
You’ll need to consider functional, quality fittings that will last the distance and are
easy to clean and maintain. Also think about their size, where they will be placed in
the bathroom and who will be using them.
Fixtures refers to things that are fixed to the floor or wall, such as the bath, toilet,
vanity, shower or taps. Fittings are things that are freestanding or easily swapped
out, such as shower curtains, toilet roll holder, cupboard handles or soap dispenser.

What fixtures and fittings do you want to update or add?
⃞ Toilet suite
⃞ Odour Extraction system (for toilet)

⃞ Bidet
⃞ Tapware
⃞ Shower-head
⃞ Shower-and held (for easy cleaning)
⃞ His / hers shower space
⃞ Vanity suite
⃞ His / hers sinks
⃞ Toilet roll holder
⃞ Towel rail / heated towel rail
⃞ Exhaust fan or vent
⃞ Soap dishes
⃞ Shower niche
⃞ Lighted make-up mirror
⃞ Robe / towel hooks
⃞ Wastebasket
⃞ Wall cabinets/drawer unit
⃞ Window treatments and finishes.
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4. Storage Requirements
Storage is often overlooked in favour of adding luxury items
but adding more storage can be a luxury in itself.
Give plenty of thought to your storage needs, e.g measure bottle heights
to ensure they fit in cupboards or a shower niche. Make sure the cabinets, shelves or
furniture you choose are functional and accessible for all the items you want to store.
Adding cabinets, shelves or freestanding units provide you with an uncluttered
bathroom and plenty of storage for all your things.

What kind of storage do you require?
⃞ Cabinet/s
⃞ Shelving:
⃞ Wall attached
⃞ Recessed
⃞ Storage unit:
⃞ Freestanding
⃞ Recessed
⃞ Mirrored
⃞ Shower niche.

If you don’t have much space
to play with, add a shower wall
niche, storage behind mirrors
or recessed storage units.
_______________________
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5. Heating and Ventilation
Poor heating and ventilation are common complaints with existing bathrooms.
By updating extractor fans / ventilation fans to remove steam, you can keep
moisture levels down and refresh the air in your home. A fan capable of achieving 22
air changes per hour is recommended for healthy bathrooms.
Another consideration could be to add a remote opening skylight or window to let
warm air escape and for energy efficiency.
For improved heating in a chilly bathroom look at insulating windows, adding a wall
or ceiling mount fan heater, underfloor heating and/or a heated towel rail. These last
two are considered luxury updates, but they will help to dry out the space and
reduce the risk of mould and mildew.

What ventilation and heating do you want to add?
⃞ Extractor/ventilation fan
⃞ Odour Extraction system (for toilet)
⃞ Skylight
⃞ Extra window
⃞ Window insulation
⃞ Wall or ceiling fan heater
⃞ Underfloor heating
⃞ Heated towel rail.
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6. Mirrors
A great mirror is an essential item on your bathroom renovation list.
Not only are they functional, mirrors can also make a statement or
create a focal point for your bathroom.
Tick the boxes to help you choose the best mirror for your space:

Shape
⃞ Round
⃞ Oval
⃞ Square
⃞ Rectangle
⃞ Other _______

Style
⃞ Modern
⃞ Retro
⃞ Antique

Size
⃞ Full length dress mirror
⃞ Small / Medium
⃞ Expansive

Type
⃞ Wall hung
⃞ Medicine cabinet mirror
⃞ Lighted makeup mirror.
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7. Colours, Finishes and Tiling Height
Limit your colour choices to three to avoid overcrowding the eye and use different
textures to add interest.
TIP: YOU CAN MIX AND MATCH BRANDS FOR YOUR FIXTURES AND FITTINGS BUT
TRY TO USE THE SAME FINISH FOR COHESION.

Choose your colours:
⃞ Colour 1 _______
⃞ Colour 2 _______
⃞ Colour 3 _______
With online tools like Adobe Color you can create great colour combos
and colour palettes.

Choose your tiling height:
Choosing the right tiling is important but it can be confusing because there are so
many beautiful tiles out there.
Not only do you have to consider things like size, shape and colour,
you also have to choose the level at which you tile to:
⃞ To the ceiling
⃞ Top of the window
⃞ Top of door architrave.
You don’t have to be constricted with just one tile height. It’s possible to have
multiple tiling levels within your bathroom.
It depends on the look you want, and your budget.
Alternatively, you might choose to have:
⃞ Shower tiles only
⃞ Feature tiles.
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8. Lighting: Natural and Artificial
Getting the balance of natural and artificial lighting is important in a bathroom
renovation, for function as well as an ambient atmosphere.
Consider what natural light you have. If you have an existing window can you
incorporate it into the new design or change the window treatment?
If a skylight, can it be updated or extended?
Ideally, a bathroom should have three layers of artificial lighting:
task, ambient and accent.
Think about the existing lighting and your lighting needs:
⃞ Does it need updating?
⃞ Is it visually pleasing?
⃞ Do you want better lighting in the vanity area?
⃞ Atmospheric lighting for when having a bath?

What kind of lighting do you want in your new bathroom?
⃞ Energy efficient
⃞ Task lighting:
⃞ Vanity lights
⃞ Under cabinets
⃞ Lighted mirror
⃞ Ambient lighting:
⃞ Wall sconces
⃞ Central mounted ceiling light
⃞ Decorative pendant
⃞ Recessed ceiling spotlights
⃞ Accent lighting:
⃞ Recessed directional spotlight.
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9. Budget
A bathroom renovation can either be costly or very costly, depending on your product
choices and whether you’re working with an existing space or an entirely new space.
It will involve several tradespeople, typically:
builder, labourer, plumber, electrician, tiler, plasterer, stone mason and painter.
If expanding the room you may need to add a plasterer, bricklayer and plans and
permits. With this amount of labour you need to be realistic in setting your budget.
A complete bathroom renovation, in general, will cost you between $20,000 and
$30,000, a luxury bathroom renovation over $50,000.
Carefully consider and plan for each of the topics 1 - 8 we’ve covered in this checklist,
as each decision you make can affect the overall budget of your project.
At the end of the day, your budget needs to cover your renovation goals, so plan
wisely from the start. Otherwise your finished bathroom will be
very different from the one you envisioned!

Careful planning and
budgeting are key factors in
a successful bathroom
renovation.
_______________________
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10. Final Working Drawings
Now that you’ve selected all your products and finishes it’s time to develop
a detailed set of Final Working Drawings.

Click here to see a full set of
Final Working Drawings.
_______________________

Why do you need Final Working Drawings?
There are often a few changes from the initial Floor Plan Layout to the Final Working
Drawings. You may want to make changes to products, or move things around.
It is important to make your final decisions in this stage before the bathroom is built.
Once the bathroom is finished any last minute changes may compromise the building
longevity, the water proofing or the overall look and design of the bathroom.
The Final Working Drawings keep everyone on the same page and your builders on the
right track - they will also use these plans to build from. There will be no arguments or
“he said she said” when the bathroom is finished because you can refer to the
Final Working Drawings.
Use a Designer to help develop and refine the initial sketches into a full set of Final
Working Drawings to ensure all the products you’ve chosen work in the space.
Good clear plans, with lots of detail, are probably the most essential ingredient to
creating a high quality and well designed bathroom!
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Further tips to help you achieve your dream bathroom:
✔

Be realistic with your budget and don’t let it dictate your choices

✔

Be sure to allow enough budget for quality tapware

✔

Get quotes from professional tradespeople

✔

Get advice from a professional bathroom designer - they will help you with
planning and can design a bathroom to suit your budget

✔ Don’t start work until you have clear Final Working Drawings,
a Specifications List and and a good grasp on the costs involved.
We hope our Bathroom Design Checklist has given you some insight into
what’s involved in planning a successful bathroom renovation.
If you’re ready to enter the design phase, download this PDF checklist, complete
what you can and make an appointment with a Bubbles Bathroom consultant to
discuss the next steps. We look forward to hearing from you soon!
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